
 

 

 How to Promote Critical   

Thinking in an Online Course 

Strategies to promote Critical Thinking 

1. Ask questions of students 

2. Expect students to formulate answers to questions in 

their own words. 

3. Motivate students to use effort through grading criteria 

for participation in discussions 

4. Stimulate students to give examples of concepts being 

studied 

5. Provide case studies or other examples for student ap-

plication of concepts and theories 

6. Prompt students to ask questions of themselves, each 

other, and the instructor 

7. Phrase questions to students that require additional 

independent research or reading 

8. Promote student debates on controversial subjects 

within the discipline 

9. Require a course related journal 

10. Reinforce students’ use of critical thinking through 

positive reinforcement 

 

Activities such as... 

-Discussion Forums               -Small Group Activities 

-Debate Forum                     –Reflection Activities 

Strategies used: 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8  

Strategies used: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8  

Reflection activities  

Always include CLEAR participation Guidelines 


