
Functionality Comparison:   

Current Gradebook vs. New Canvas Gradebook 

 

Extra functionality added to current features 
 

 

Sort alphabetically by last name.  Sort alphabetically, display by first name or last name first, and 
choose which secondary information to also show.  

Arrange by assignment group (Assignment 
page order), due date (newest to oldest), or 
points (lowest to highest).  

Sorting and Displaying 
Student name  

Arrange columns by Arrange by Default (Assignment Group), Assignment name 
(alphabetic), Due date (oldest to newest, or newest to oldest), 
Points (lowest to highest or highest to lowest), Module (first to 
last or last to first).  

Filters columns by  Filters columns by Section. 

 

Filters columns by Assignment Group, Modules, and/or Section  

Functionality is the same, just moved location or changed icon  

Enter Grades  Enter grades for students directly in the 
Gradebook.  

Overall this is the same, but the interface and access to 
certain features is slightly different.  

 

Provide or view Com-
ments  

Provide or view comments on an              
assignment for a student from the 
Gradebook.  

Located at the bottom of the grade detail tray, the Comments 
field supports comment editing. Edited comments display the 
date and time the comment was edited. Comments can only be 
edited by the same user who created the comment. 

Access Speedgrader 
from Gradebook  

Access Speedgrader from the Gradebook.  Click to enter a grade for an assignment and then select the 
Grade Detail Tray icon (on the right). This will pop up the Grade 
detail window where you can select Speedgrader.  

 

Message Students 
Who  

For an assignment message all students 
who: Haven’t submitted yet, haven’t been 
graded, scored less than, scored more 
than.  

Mouse over the name of an assignment and click on the three 
vertical dots that come up and select “Message Students Who.”  

Mute Assignment, 
Set Default grade, 
Curve grade, & 
Download Submissions 

Mouse over the name of an assignment and click on the three 
vertical dots that come up and select your option. 

Grade Detail Tray Features: 

1. Student Name: Click on the assignment score box, the arrow takes you to the  
Grade Detail Tray.  

2. Move Between Students: Click the left or right arrow next to the student   
name to navigate between students. Assignment will stay the same, so this              
functionality can be used to quickly click through and view or enter grades,   
submission status, and comments for an individual assignment. 

3. Move Between Assignments: Click the left or right arrow next to the name of 
the assignment to navigate between assignments. Students will stay the same, 
so this functionality can be used to quickly click through and view or enter 
grades, submission status, and comments for an individual student. 

4. Speedgrader– Click the Speedgrader link to be taken to Speedgrader for this 
assignment and specific student submission. 

5. Grade Entry Box: Enter, view, or change student grades in this box. 
6. Status: Enter, view, or change student submission status in this box. If you   

select the “Late” status you will also be able to specify the total number of    
days late.  

7. Comments: Enter, view, edit, or delete comments in this box. Students will    
be able to view this information unless the assignment is muted.  
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